the Russell-Einstein Manifesto 1 . J. Rotblat analyses the world situation today in the view of Einstein ideas for peace and comes to the conclusion that a war-free world is both desirable and feasible.
The second chapter of this part in the book is an interview with Hans Bethe taken by Dieter Hoffman, in which the physicist describes Einstein the scientist and political person as he was perceived just after the second world war. In the end of the chapter, a statement of Hans Bethe on the 50 th anniversary of the Hiroshima bombing is presented.
The third chapter and the forth chapters of the first part describe Einstein as a simple and modest man, but with an exceptional personality with a high morality and responsibility towards his actions.
The second part of the book, entitled "Paths to Nuclear Weapon Free World" comprises of four chapters that present today's possibility of a nuclear weapon free world in close connection with the ideas and visions of pacifism that Albert Einstein had half a century ago.
In the first chapter of the second part, entitled Einstein-Man of Peace, David Krieger reviews four of important ideas of Einstein's thinking on the world peace: militarism, pacifism, nuclear weapons and world government. In the second chapter of this part Jack Steinberger, also a Nobel Prize winner, presents the evolution of the nuclear arsenals in the world and the fact that the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty is not really in force and raises the idea that Europe, especially through NATO can contribute significantly to the reduction of existing nuclear arsenals. Chapter 3 of the second part presents the LatinAmerican history and current state of the nuclear arsenals. The last chapter of this part presents to the reader all the great physics discoveries of the 20 th century, as well as the recent history of the cold war and of the nuclear race.
The third part of the book -Striving for Peace comprises of six articles in which the need for peace is reaffirmed. The first chapter is written by Oscar Arias Sanchez, former president of Costa Rica in whish he declares the importance of world peace in fighting other stringent problems like the poverty and the social inequities.
The second chapter of this part is represented by the 5 th U Thant Distinguished Lecture, given by Ahmed Zewail, chemist and physicist, at the United Nations University in April 2003. The lecture addresses the need for a rational world vision that takes into account development of the have-nots and the dialogue of cultures, and such a vision has to take into account the economic, political, religious and cultural dimensions of world affairs.
In the third chapter, Iva Isaksson, of the International Peace Bureau in Helsinki presents the continuous efforts that Albert Einstein made for a peaceful world: his position towards the atomic weapons and his public actions in relation to this subject.
In The second chapter illustrates better this idea by presenting the story of Otto Hahn, the scientist that created the first uranium fission experiment and published his results in a time when his country was preparing for war.
The third chapter, The role of science and technology in the quest for world peace, presents the indisputable importance of the advances in science and technology to achieve a sustainable development status world-wide, in connection with the human -environment system.
The next chapter, written by Jean Maria Lehn, also a Noble Prize winner for chemistry, presents the ever increasing role of science in the contemporary informational society and the need for science to return into society, in other words to make science available for everybody, so as every individual become more responsible towards his own actions.
In the next chapter, Dudley Herschbach presents the activity of two persons that adopted Einstein as a model of morality and peace promoter: Leo Szilard and Andrei Sakharov. The first one has collaborated with his mentor on some inventions and studies, while the latter, also a physicist never knew the great person who Einstein was, but had the courage to criticize the Cold War, the nuclear race and the oppression from behind the Red Curtain.
In the next chapter, Jakob von Uexkull, former member of the European Parliament presents the idea of World Future Council consisting of respected individuals from allover the world to work and to find solutions to the main problem that the contemporary world has: the failure to respond to great challenges of our time, despite having the knowledge to do so."
The last chapter of the 5 th part of the book is an interview with Abhay Ashtekar, one of the developers of "loop quantum gravitation theory", in which he expresses the hope that in the year in which Einstein's work is being celebrated; world politicians would understand and enforce Albert Einstein's legacy: a constant fight for world peace and human wellbeing.
The last part of the book, Appendix, gathers some documents from different periods of that were issued by various groups of people, amongst which A. Einstein, as an attempt to convince world leaders to find peaceful means of settling political disputes. Some of these documents are: The Appeal to the Europeans, signed by Einstein in mid-October 1914, the Russell-Einstein Manifesto, the Pauling Appeal and many more.
Einstein -Peace Now! Visions and Ideas is a tribute to Albert Einstein's constant and tireless efforts for world peace and social equity. It presents Albert Einstein as a peace advocate and less as a dedicated scientist. The book is also a good picture of the contemporary world problems: wars, environmental challenges and poverty and in the same time represents another appeal made by the authors for a better world.
